RESEARCH SECTION
Business Meeting

Sunday, May 20, 2007
7:00 – 9:00 p.m.

Philadelphia Marriott Downtown, Room 502
Draft Minutes

1. Chair Mary Jackson called the breakfast meeting to order at 7:15 a.m. and welcomed new and continuing Research Section (RS) members. RS invited Scott Plutchak, MLA Board of Directors (also a RS member) to attend the business meeting (See Scott’s discussion below under New Business). 

2. Approval of Minutes

The minutes of the 2006 business meeting as distributed to RS officers, executive committee and the membership previously via email, and then modified per comments received, were approved. 2006 business meeting minutes are available on the RS Web site: http://research.mlanet.org/business/MLA_RS_mtg_notes_final-1.doc
Reports

3. Secretary/Treasurer: Susan Lessick distributed copies of the 2007 and 2006 Treasurer’s reports and MLA Financial Reports. Susan noted that the Section contributed a $500 donation to the EBLIP4 conference held at the University of North Carolina at Chapel Hill. 
Special Thank You: Susan recognized Jon Eldredge’s generous gift to the Research Section this year. Jon will be donating all course fees for his MLA CE EBLIP online course to the Research Section. The online course is available on the Health Sciences Library and Informatics Center of the University of New Mexico Moodle Site:

http://moodle.health.unm.edu/ 
A link to Jon’s online course will be posted on the RS Web site to promote this course.

4. Section Council Representative: Ruth Fenske reported highlights from Section Council:
· Make sure that Section Web sites include current officer & committee member information and links to MLA President’s page and upcoming annual meeting information when it is available.

· Section elections must be completed by February 15 and ballots do not have to consist of a double slate of nominees.

· Sections were reminded to keep program themes broad to encourage more contributions from members.  The program theme for MLA next year is “Connections: BridgingtheGaps.”

· A prototype of the new MLANET is available near the registration booth for members to use and provide feedback.

· The Section Council Composition Review Task Force has been set up to review the structure of Section Council. In light of technology changes and the fact that Section Council was established 25 years ago, the TF will review current activities and structure and make recommendations to enhance Section Council.

· Section Council decided not to sponsor lunches in Chicago due to price, however, if Sections still want them they should notify Tovah as soon as possible.

· Everyone is encouraged to deposit content in the CORE database MLA’s Center for Research and Education digital repository).

· The NAHRS Section has proposed that MLA investigate Sections having non-MLA members. 

· Sections may be asked to support the Lindberg Research Fellowship Award this coming year.

5. Hypothesis Editor: Priscilla Stephenson. No report. There have been publication delays with Hypothesis due to the implementation if Microsoft Office Publisher. Allan Barclay, RS Web Site Editor, offered to assist Priscilla with formatting. RS members were interested in getting the issues published as soon as possible, even if it means publishing them in Word.

6. Web Site Editor: Allan Barclay reported that he updated and reorganized information on the site and added substantial content to the Research Awards page with the assistance of Molly Harris. The Web site needs major enhancements in terms of content and design and he strongly encouraged all RS officers and chairs to review information on the site and provide current and/or additional content to him on a routine basis. A small group will be formed to help Allan undertake the task of enhancing the RS web site.

7. Awards Committee: Carole Gilbert reported that 120 posters were submitted and 40 of these were self-designated as research (using the new check-off method in the OASIS online abstract submission system). More judges are needed for the poster sessions so let her know if you can participate in the judging process. Molly Harris, the paper evaluation coordinator, also needs additional judges to fully cover 16 section program sessions.
8. Bylaws Committee Chair: Peggy Mullaly-Quijas.  There is a critical need to revise the Bylaws this coming year in order to bring them into concordance with MLA bylaws and permit online voting. The process for revising the Section bylaws includes developing a draft for review and comment by the Executive Committee and sending them to the MLA Bylaws Committee for approval (with a copy to Tovah Reis). After receiving approval from the MLA Bylaws Committee, these bylaws revisions will have to be voted on at next year’s business meeting. 
9. Continuing Education Committee: Claire Twose reported on the activities of the EBL Discussion Group and conducting an online journal club. While 6 or 7 people contributed to the online discussion, it was not that active. Suggestions for encouraging active participation in the journal club included consulting with library school instructors for suggestions and possibly using a wiki. Another suggestion was to consult with Meredith Farkas, the creator of Five Weeks to a Social Library (http://www.sociallibraries.com/course/), a popular online course that teaches librarians about social software and how to use it in their libraries. 

10. Membership Committee Chair:  Diane Cooper reported that the Research Section lost 56 members and gained 17 members this past year. Suggestions for recruiting and retaining members included sending reminder letters to discontinuing members to encourage them to renew and sending out welcoming letters to new members. It was also suggested that the Membership Chair send the list of new members to Chair who could assign them to Section committees.
11. Program Committee/Chair-Elect: Molly Harris reported that RS sponsored two Section Program Sessions and co-sponsored one Section Program Session at this year’s meeting. The results of the Research Awards will once again be published in Hypothesis and the MLA News. Molly worked with Allan to update and add new content, which included: committee responsibility descriptions, the research award process, mentoring information, and Web site contact information. Additionally, Molly worked with the NPC to add “research” designations for all poster and paper abstracts that were submitted using the OASIS online abstract submission system with some success. This year the OASIS system was able to designate “research” on all poster submissions, which helped streamline the review process. Unfortunately, this option was not provided for the paper abstract submissions, which meant Molly had to review the abstracts from all 32 section program sessions. 

Action: Susan will follow up with the NPC to request that they make this option available for the research papers submitted to the OASIS system.   
12. Research program for 2008 annual meeting. Susan Lessick led a brainstorming session on ideas for programs for next year’s meeting. Some ideas were: evaluating social networking tools, stressing research applications, demonstrating how to properly document a library project, and publishing research (“From research to practice to publication”). RS members are encouraged to send additional feedback about programs to Susan. 
New Business
13. MLA Research Policy Statement
Scott Plutchak reported that the MLA Board of Directors accepted the draft of a new MLA Research Policy Statement and will be preparing an executive summary that will be posted on the MLA Web site soon. The new policy statement stresses the importance of bolstering a research culture within MLA and represents a shift in focus of research activity from just supporting the research of others and doing better research ourselves, to putting the results of research into our own practice. Scott discussed the RS’s role in carrying out a number of recommended actions in the plan. Areas of emphasis include encouraging the use of CORE (MLA’s Center for Research and Education digital repository) for sharing research and educational materials, the elevation of a Research Section Award to the national level, and the enhancement of research consulting and mentorship programs. Of immediate interest to the Board is for the Research Section to recommend to the Board on an annual basis a “research agenda” that suggests research topics of highest priority to MLA. This process will be connected to the Donald A. B. Lindberg Research Fellowship, which is awarded annually by MLA through a competitive grant process. Scott asked that a process be put into place this coming year with the first set of recommendations going to the Board after next year’s annual meeting (2008) in time for the September 2008 Board meeting. In light of these developments RS members in attendance discussed possible next actions, including designating a group to plan and implement a process for formulating a research agenda. It was also suggested that this process include the use new technologies to solicit feedback from the members about research priorities and holding an open forum at next year’s annual meeting to get additional ideas. RS officers will also continue to review the new Research Policy Statement to determine the need to designate additional RS groups/task forces to carry out other actions and goals identified in the Action Plan.

Action:  Mary Jackson and Molly Harris will follow up on the suggestions and 
comments provided by members at the meeting.

14. At the close of the business meeting, Mary thanked everyone for their attendance and adjourned the meeting.

Respectfully submitted,

Susan Lessick, MA, MLS, AHIP

Secretary/Treasurer, 2005/06 – 2006/07
June 10, 2007
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