Medical Library Association

Research Section Awards Committee 2009

Guidance for Judges
Members of the Research Section Awards Committee along with other MLA volunteers form a team of peer reviewers who judge research papers and posters presented at the Medical Library Association Annual Meeting.  If you are presenting a paper, you may still participate as a poster judge.  Poster presenters may participate as paper judges.  

Please complete the judge information sheet at http://research.mlanet.org/awards/awardjudgeregistration.doc and submit it to the Chair(s) of the Research Awards Committee.

Duties are:

1.  Assist in identification of research papers and posters by viewing the final abstracts online.  This could be done by someone who cannot attend the annual meeting.  

2.  View assigned paper or poster abstracts online before the meeting and rate them, using the abstract section of the judging evaluation forms that will be provided. Note whether any have a hospital librarian as the named presenter.
3.  Attend the meeting of the Awards Committee at the Annual Meeting to receive final assignments and instructions.  If this is not possible, other arrangements can be made. 

4.  The poster judges attend at least one of the three poster sessions to view assigned posters, to talk with the presenters, and to identify and rate any other research posters not previously identified.  

5.  The paper judges attend assigned paper sessions to rate the research papers in that session
6.  All judges complete the evaluation forms and return them to the award co-chairs before the end of the annual meeting. 
Judge comments and scoring must be legible.  Ties in scoring may be broken by evaluation of written comments or by vote of the Awards Committee members.  Winners may also remain tied for the award.  1st and 2nd Place is generally awarded for both papers and posters.  If funds and quality of submissions warrant, additional awards may be made. A separate award may be given for the highest quality research poster or paper presented by a hospital librarian at the annual meeting.  Award winners are listed at http://research.mlanet.org/awards/ and are profiled in Hypothesis, the Journal of the Research Section of the Medical Library Association. 
See next page for specifics for paper judges and poster judges.

Paper Judges:

Contributed papers are often scheduled during simultaneous sessions at the annual meeting.  All members of the Research Judging Team will not be able to attend all research paper presentations.  The Judging Chair may request assistance from other MLA members to help with evaluating the research papers presented. These additional judges will be recruited from the MLA membership before the annual meeting to allow ample time for abstract evaluation and scheduling time to attend research paper sessions. The Chair of the paper Judging Team must schedule the team to view as many Research papers as possible.  Research papers must have at least one judge (preferably two or more) to evaluate the presented paper.

Poster Judges:

Posters are often scheduled during other ongoing events at the annual meeting.  All members of the Research Poster Judging Team will schedule time to view research posters during one or more of the times posters are staffed by the authors.  Judges will be assigned to certain posters; it is usually not necessary for a single judge to review all research posters in the session(s).  Each research poster must be evaluated by at least two judges.  
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